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What is the significance of 

telecollaboration?  
uòStudents are educated to function as informed 

and capable interlocutors with educated native 

speakers in the target language. They are also 

trained to reflect on the world and themselves 

through the lens of another language and culture .ó 

MLA Ad Hoc Committee on Foreign Languages, 2007  

 



 

Learning òcultureó? 
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Why is it important?  



Q: Transfer liquid between the containers to 

measure out precisely 100 units. 

uYou can fill and empty each jug as many times as 

you want, but you have to fill the vessels to their 

limits. 

21 
127 

3 

127-21-3-3=100 



òEinstellung  effectó 

Q: Transfer liquid between the containers to 

measure out precisely 20 units. 

uThey could fill and empty each jug as many times 

as they wanted, but they had to fill the vessels to 

their limits.  

23 
49 

3 

23-3=20 

49-23-3-3=20 

first described in Abraham Luchins 1942 experiment  

"setting" ,  "installation" or  "attitudeò in German 



Einstellung  effect  

uEinstellung  effect:  

uthe human brain's dogged tendency to stick with 

a familiar solution to a problem -- the one that 

first comes to mind -- and to ignore alternatives . 

 

ublinds people to more efficient or  

appropriate solutions than the  

ones they already know.  



Einstellung  effect  

òWe may believe that we are thinking in an open 

minded way , completely unaware that our brain is 

selectively directing attention away from aspects of 

our environment that could inspire new thoughts .  

Any data that do not fit the solution or theory we 

have already clung to are ignored or discarded .ó 

Bilaliļ & McLeod (2014 ). Why Good Thoughts 

Block Better Ones. Scientific American  



Einstellung  effect  
Example:  

Man -made and naturally occurring greenhouse gases cause 

global warming ñAgree or Disagree?  

 

Agree !/Disagree!  

->notice & remember  evidence that supports the opinion  

->not notice nor remember evidence that does not support  

 

Telecollaboration!  

            <<<< Important  >>>>  

-try and learn to accept our errors  

- look at  something with a different  
set of eyes or different perspective  



Our Projects  



Brief history of our projects  

uLanguage: Japanese  

uTool: Facebook (2012~)  

uObjectives:  

uLearning different perspectives  

uUnderstand NSs opinions and express ones own opinions  

Students in Japanese 
class in Princeton Univ.  

Students in Cross -
cultural communication 
seminar in Waseda  Univ. 



òFacebook projectó 

           2012 
uAsked each other cultural questions  

uStudents came up with one  

question/week  

uTeacher posted questions that  

students suggested  

uStudents wrote small weekly reports  

about what they learned  from their  

group members  



òFacebook projectó 

           2012 
uAsked each other cultural questions  

uStudents came up with one  

question/week  

uTeacher posted questions that  

students suggested  

uStudents wrote small weekly reports  

about what they learned  from their  

group members  Was it a learning 

experience??  



Problem  

uGap between active groups and inactive groupsé 



òFacebook projectó 

           2013 
uAsked each other cultural questions  

uStudents came up with one  

question/week  

uStudents posted questions  

uStudents wrote small weekly reports about  

 what they learned from their group members  

uUsed opinions about what is funny/interesting  

in bath cultures and  Princeton students  

made short story video as a group project.  

 



òFacebook projectó 

           2013 
uAsked each other cultural questions  

uStudents came up with one  

question/week  

uStudents posted questions  

uStudents wrote small weekly reports about  

 what they learned from their group members  

uUsed opinions about what is funny/interesting  

in bath cultures and  Princeton students  

made short story video as a group project.  

 

Was there a good 

connection b/w 

Facebook project 

and course project?  



Problem  

uGap between active groups and inactive groupsé 

                                    but  

u Inactivity in Facebook groups  

Ƃ didnõt hurt their final products for course project 

much  



òFacebook projectó2014 

                        Participants  
uPrinceton  

uStudents of Advanced Japanese 1 (3 rd year 

Japanese)  

u22 students  

uWaseda  

uStudents who belong to Cross -Cultural 

communication seminar (Sophomore ~ Senior)  

u35 students  

 

 

 



Problem  

uPrinceton  

uStudents of Advanced Japanese 1 (3 rd year 

Japanese)  

u22 students  

uWaseda  

uStudents who belong to Cross -Cultural 

communication seminar (Sophomore ~ Senior)  

u35 students  

 

 

Professor was on sabbatical and could 

not integrate the telecollaboration  into 

the curriculumé  
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conversation  

? 

Telecollaboration  
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About the Projects  



Digital Storytelling  

uDigital storytelling ? 

uthe modern expression of the ancient art of 

storytelling  (Leslie Rule, Digital Storytelling 

Association)  

uthe practice of using computer -based tools to tell 

stories (Educational Uses of Digital Storytelling)  

http://digitalstorytelling.coe.uh.edu/  



Digital Storytelling  

uWhatõs like Digital storytelling ? 

ufocuses on a specific topic  

ucontains a particular point of view  

ucontain some mixture of computer -based 

images, text, recorded audio narration, video 

clips, and/or music.  

umost of the stories used in education typically 

last between 2 and 10 minutes.  



Digital Storytelling  

uThe topics used in digital storytelling  

upersonal tales  

urecounting of historical events  

uexploring life in oneõs own community to the 

search for life in other corners of the universe  

                                  é.and everything in between.  

 



òTechnology in Medicineó  by Thuy Ngo  (Educational Uses of Digital Storytelling)  



In-Class Group Project: Digital Storytelling  

uTopic  

uTopic that raises debatable yes/no question.  

uExample: Death penalty  -agree or disagree?  

uFlow of the òstoryó 

1. Intro  

2. Background of the issue  

3. Present debatable yes/no question  

4. Supports for yes and no  

5. Present the question again  



http://digitalstorytelling.coe.uh.edu/page.cfm?id=23&cid=23  



http://edudemic.com/wp -content/uploads/2013/05/DigstoryProcess.png  



Flow of the project  <Digital Storytelling>  

1. Teacher forms groups (2~3 students/group)  

 



 



Flow of the project  <Digital Storytelling>  

1. Teacher forms groups (2~3 students/group)  

2. In group: Come up with a topic and an interesting and 

debatable question  

3. Individually: Write initial essay to answer the question  

4. In group: Share their opinions in group  

5. In group: Come up with òneed to researchó topics (2~3) 

6. Individually: Conduct  assigned small research  

7. In group: Share what they learned from the research  

 

 



Flow of the project <Digital Storytelling > (cont.)  

8. In group: Come up with question that they want to ask to their 

group members on Facebook  

9. In Facebook group: Ask the question and lead the group 

discussion  

10. In group: Write outline of the script for digital storytelling  

11. Individually: Write assigned part of the script for digital storytelling  

12. In group: Make digital storytelling video clip (rolls assigned)  

13. In Facebook group: Share the video clip  

14. In class: Group present the video clip and lead class discussion  

15. Individually: Write a final essay to answer the original question  
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Flow of the project <Facebook > 

1. Teacher forms groups (2~3 Princeton, 5 

Waseda /group)  

2. Students post self-introduction video + comments (2 

weeks)  

3. Princeton students lead discussion (2 weeks)  

4. Teacher ask questions based on suggested questions 

from Waseda  students and students discuss (2 weeks)  

5. Princeton students share their final products  

 

Alongside of DS projecté 



2. Introduction  
3. Princeton -led  

discussion 
4. Discussion for 

topics Waseda  

students suggested  



Sample of check sheet  



Flow of the project <DS and Facebook>  

uDigital storytelling  
<Starting from September>  

1. Teacher forms groups  
                    : 
                    : 
                    : 

 

9. In Facebook group: Ask the 
question and lead the group 
discussion  
                          : 
                          : 

 
13. In Facebook group: Share 
the video clip  
                                 : 

u Facebook   
<Starting from October>  
 
 

 

1. Teacher forms groups  
                        : 

3. Princeton students lead 
discussion  

 
                      : 

 

5. Princeton students share 
their final products  

 



Evaluation criteria  

uAssignment completion  

uParticipation and contribution to in -class group 

discussion 

uEssays (Content/Accuracy)  

uDigital storytelling video clip ->Rubric  



Grading rubric for Digital storytelling video clip  



Evaluation criteria  

uAssignment completion  

uParticipation and contribution to in -class group 

discussion 

uEssays (Content/Accuracy)  

uDigital storytelling video clip ->Rubric  

uLeading class discussion  

uPeer evaluation (Best and second best video & 

discussion)  

 



Studentsõ impressions 



Survey (Princeton students)  

uAbout what?  

uImpressions about the projects  

uWhen?  

uAfter the semester  

uHow?  

uBy  on-line survey tool, Qualtrics  

uAnonymously  

uHow many responses?  

u19(/22)  



Do you think this group exchange 

session in Facebook was successful?  



What do you think was the biggest 

contributor to its success?   
uConvenience of Facebook  

uòI could take time to think about what I wanted 

to write so it led to deeper thoughts .ó 

uòThe ease of contact and ability to speak our 

own opinions without much of a scuffle .ó 

uòI felt that the biggest contributor to its success 

was that it was a quick and convenient way to 

communicate with the Japanese students .ó 

 

 

 



What do you think was the biggest 

contributor to its success?   
uValue of discussion  

uòI think the biggest contributor to its success was 

being able to use a mixture of both sources I 

found during my independent research and 

being able to ask opinions of those who are more 

directly affected by the research topic . Having 

the group discussion thus allowed me to develop 

a much more well rounded view of the topic  

than the written sources gave me.  

uòAnother voice is always helpful in a discussion.ó 

 

 

 



What do you think was the biggest 

contributor to its success?   
uSupport from teachers  

uòThe professor's help, encouragement, and 

patience  

uòProbably the efforts of our sensei in actually 

getting the Japanese college students to 

respond. Their lack of communication was the 

project's biggest bottleneck . 

uòI think Matsui sensei's structure and facilitation  of 

the exchange was integral to the success of the 

project.  

 

 

 



What do you think was the biggest 

contributor to its success?   
uOthers  

uòThe shared interestsó 

uòThe Princeton student's effortó 

 

 

 

 



What do you think was the biggest 

factor that caused its failure ?  
uLack of communication  
uòThe lack of communication between the 

students from Princeton and Japan. It might be 

due to time difference .ó 

uòWaseda  students were really bad at responding 

to questions ...ó 

uòLack of equal participation  on both sidesó 

uòLate responses.ó 

uòno response ó 

 

 

 

 



What do you think was the biggest 

factor that caused its failure ?  
uBad group formation  

uòIt was really intimidating because the 

Japanese students really outnumbered our 

group , and not that many of them were 

replying .ó 

 

 

 

 



What do you think was the biggest 

factor that caused its failure ?  
uNot -so-interesting question  
uòOur topic was one which was very 

specific so I doubt many college students 

would have strong opinions .ó  

 

 

 

 

 



òSuccessfuló groups  

                    - òUnsuccessfuló groups 



Do you think this group exchange 

session in Facebook was successful?  

Group B  Group C  
òSuccessfuló groups  



Group C  

uQuestion  

uDo you agree or disagree with  

ôreinterpretingõ Article 9 (allowing  

collective self -defense)?  

uGood  

uEverything  

uBad  

uThere were only 2 group members  

òSuccessfuló groups  



Have any activities for the project contributed to 

your deeper understanding of the topic?  


